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Local Agency Specifications
What We Know…

What We Want to Know…

 Specifications – What, Where, How

 On-System Requirements

 Off-System Requirements

 Critical Components

 Proprietary Products



Using Local Agency Specs
and Contract Language

 First and Foremost, we ALL need to remember that these 
are Local Agency Contracts

 Still true when FDOT and Federal funds are involved

 Local Agencies have their own policies, procedures, 
standards, processes, ordinances, etc.

 Construction Check List



Using OLD FDOT Stuff

 Local Agency Archives

 A Library for Local Agency Specs from a Link 
on the FDOT State Specs Office Web Site

 Available for Agencies, Designers & 
Contractors

 May NOT be Used on FDOT Projects

 No Longer FDOT Specs for Coordination & 
Updating



Using NEW FDOT Stuff

 Current Standard Specifications for Road & Bridge 
Construction

 Supplemental Specifications (The Latest & Greatest) 
from the FDOT Workbook of Implemented 
Modifications

 Yearly implementation of the eBook of Standard 
Specifications.

 Beginning January 2015, bi-annual implementation of 
the Standard Specifications eBook.



On-System or Off-System
 On-System - Projects on the State Highway System or the 

National Highway System.

 Within the FDOT rights-of-way.

 Local Agency General Condition specs (Division I).

 FDOT specs for 

- Division II (Construction Methods)

- Division III (Materials)

 Follow FDOT requirements

 PPM

 FDOT Standards

 FDOT Specifications



On-System or Off-System

 Off-System - Projects not on the State Highway 

System or the National Highway System

 Follow Local Agency design parameters as long 

as federal requirements are met

 Florida Greenbook

 AASHTO Criteria

 Use local agency General Condition 

specifications (Division I).

 Use local agency construction method and 

material specifications different than FDOT’s, 

except in the areas of the “Big Four.”



On-System – Off-System
The “Big Four”

 To Provide Specs with Simplified Testing and Acceptance Criteria, 

Recognizing Differences in Project Complexity and Contract 

Administration Approach Between FDOT and Local Agencies

 Written for anticipated, off-system project scopes (i.e. mainly rails to 

trails, bikeways, sidewalks, etc.) to cover:

 Earthwork

 Asphalt

 Concrete

 Landscaping

 Many scopes didn’t follow the expected, so… modifications to the 

“Big Four” can be used, but all changes must be approved by the 

FDOT.



Off-System – On-System
Critical Projects

 Projects where work mixes include the following components will be handled as off-

system critical projects (per Section 23.1.3 of the LAP Manual):

 Bridges

 Box culverts

 The critical components methodology requires that ONLY the bridge or box culvert will 

be constructed per FDOT specifications.

 The remainder of the project can be built with the local agency specifications.

 FDOT certifies materials for “critical” component work and Local Agency certifies 
other work.

 Inspection qualifications (field and lab testing) for “critical” component work per 
FDOT requirements.

 Plan set and Specifications clearly depict what qualifications shall apply for 
“critical” work and other work.

 Full FDOT specifications, and administrative procedures, will be used on those 

projects greater than $10 million.



Off-System vs On-System



23 CFR 635.411



Proprietary Products

 Patented or Proprietary Product – A product, specification, or 
process identified in the plans as a “brand” or trade name (e.g., 3M, 
Corten, etc.)

 The State Certifies it meets one of the following criteria:

 Essential for synchronization, or 

 There is no equal capable of meeting for need, 

 It is being used in research (Experimental) – State Approval 
required.



Proprietary Products

 Unique Need” Definition: 

 Sole source, 

 One of a kind, 

 Or has no equal capable of meeting the need with any other 
product or process.

 A certification and a Public Interest Finding (PIF) are different in that:

• A PIF is used if a contracting agency elects to require a specific 
product when other acceptable products are available.

• Reasons other than Synchronization and Unique Need.













Specifications Packages for Local Projects



Browse Them … Try Them … You Might Like Them!!









“Merge Specifications” in Specs on the Web and VOILA!! 



Specifications Packages
for Local Agencies

A Single Document with all your Selections To Be Saved on 

Your Computer in an Editable Word File



Resources and Guidance

 LAP Manual

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/LAP_TOC.shtm

 LAP Bulletins

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/LAPMemos/default.shtm

 LAP Checklist for Construction

- http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm

 http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/proceduraldocuments/forms/informs/52501044.pdf

 Specifications Guidelines Documents

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/Implemented/LAP/Default.shtm

 On-System

 Off-System

 Design Build

 LAP Project Review – Asked and Answered Documents (A&As)

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/ProjectReview/LAP/

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/ProjectReview/LAP/DefaultAA.shtm

 State Specifications Office Web Site

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/

 Specs on the Web

 https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Utilities/Membership/login.aspx

 Invitation to Innovation

 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/Innovation/

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/LAP_TOC.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/LAPMemos/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/proceduraldocuments/forms/informs/52501044.pdf
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/Implemented/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/ProjectReview/LAP/
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/ProjectReview/LAP/DefaultAA.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/
https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Utilities/Membership/login.aspx
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/Innovation/


Where can you get more info on TSPs?

 District Specifications Engineers

Access to library of TSPs

 State Specifications Section

Provide guidance on formatting, etc.

 Contact Info

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsof
fice/staff.shtm

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/staff.shtm


Any Questions?


